
Peer Pressure 

Young people are often in�luenced in their behaviors by others in the same 
age group. Some argue that peer pressure is important while others feel it 
has distinct disadvantages. 

 

Do the disadvantages of peer pressure outweigh the advantages? 

 

Peer pressure refers to the influence young individuals experience within the 
same age group, affecting their behaviors. This essay will critically evaluate the 
drawbacks and benefits of peer pressure on young people. 
 
Peer pressure often leads young individuals to engage in risky behaviors. For 
instance, teenagers may feel compelled to experiment with drugs due to the 
effect of their peers who engage in such activities. The desire to fit in and be 
accepted can override their better judgment, exposing them to serious short-
term health risks and potential addiction later in life. Moreover, succumbing to 
negative peer pressure can adversely affect academic performance, as students 
may prioritize social acceptance over their studies. This desire for approval can 
result in poor grades, limited educational opportunities, and long-term negative 
consequences. 
 
On the other hand, positive peer pressure can inspire young individuals to set 
higher goals, adopt healthier habits, and strive for academic excellence. Many 
teenagers are pressured by their peers to join a study group, leading to improved 
learning outcomes and academic success. Relatedly, supportive friends can 
inspire young individuals to engage in physical fitness activities or pursue 
positive hobbies and talents, promoting a healthier and more well-rounded 
lifestyle. This sense of camaraderie and mutual encouragement fostered within 
positive peer groups can contribute significantly to personal growth and self-
confidence. Actively seeking out positive and active peer groups and engaging in 
behaviors aligned with one’s personal values can help mitigate the adverse 
effects of negative peer pressure while harnessing the advantages of positive 
influence. 
 
In conclusion, although peer pressure encourages risky behaviors and hinders 
personal growth, the motivational and emotional advantage make it a positive on 
the whole. Ultimately, striking some degree of balance between independence 



and positive peer interactions is crucial to minimizing the disadvantages and 
embracing the bene�its. 

 

 

Standard of Living 
Nowadays, most countries can improve the standard of living through 
economic development, but some social values are lost as a result. 
 
Do you think the advantages of this phenomenon outweigh the 
disadvantages? 
 

The pursuit of economic progress often comes at the expense of certain social 
values. In my opinion, though economic development undeniably engenders 
numerous benefits, it is key to prioritize tradition. 
 
There are several undeniable advantages to flourishing economic conditions. 
Firstly, it creates job opportunities and improves the employment rate, leading 
to reduced poverty levels and enhanced living standards. For example, in 
countries like China and India, rapid economic growth has lifted millions out of 
poverty through industries such as manufacturing and tourism services. 
Economic growth results in increased tax revenue, which can be allocated 
towards public services such as healthcare, education, and infrastructure 
development. In developing nations, these improvements create a sustainable 
cycle that can lead to improved overall societal well-being. 
 
However, economic prioritization can sometimes harm social values. In the race 
for rapid growth, societies may witness a decline in traditions, cultural heritage, 
and community cohesion. For instance, the rise of consumerism and material 
wealth in marginalized communities such as on Native American reservations in 
the United States often leads to the erosion of cultural practices and traditions as 
people value material possessions over cultural preservation. Additionally, the 
focus on personal success and material gain may overshadow the importance of 
human relationships, leading to a decline in social interaction and a rise in 
individualistic attitudes. This ultimately widens economic inequalities as certain 
groups benefit disproportionately from development, exacerbating social 
divisions and creating social unrest. 
 



In conclusion, although economic development is undoubtedly advantageous, it 
is crucial to recognize that social values are more important. Governments and 
societies must take proactive measures to balance economic growth and the 
preservation of cultural heritage, community values, and social well-being. 

 

 

Living Longer / An Ageing Population 
Around the world, people are now living longer than ever before in the 
past. Some say an ageing population creates problems for governments. 
Others believe there are benefits to society having more elderly people. 
 
To what extent do the advantages of possessing an ageing population 
outweigh the disadvantages? 
 

It has become increasingly common today for individuals to live longer than they 
did in past generations. Although many point out that ageing populations hinder 
a nation economically, I would argue that the benefits for society as a whole 
overshadow these perceived drawbacks. 
 
The main reason that many fixate on the negatives associated with an ageing 
population relates to the financial implications. Governments and companies 
must both take into account the age of their population and plan accordingly. For 
instance, Japan has a famously old population that requires the government to 
make budgetary allowances for better healthcare and shortages in the labor 
force. The economy more generally in Japan must overcome a shrinking 
consumer market as young people are more likely to shop, travel, and spend 
freely. This same situation applies to varying degrees in nearly every country 
around the world at different moments in their history. 
 
However, the economic effects of an ageing population are less important than 
the value of older generations. In most societies globally, young people are more 
progressive and push society forward. Older generations typically serve as a 
stabilizing ballast that keeps forward momentum from becoming too chaotic. 
This can take the form of advice given by elders within families to young people 
or more broadly across the entire political spectrum of a country. Although this 
conservatism can feel limiting to younger generations at first, most would admit 
as they get older that the influence of more experienced and wiser family 
members was generally positive on an individual and societal level. 



 
In conclusion, despite the economic repercussions of older population 
demographics, I believe that the less tangible bene�its for families make this a 
positive development. Naturally, there are legitimate downsides that must be 
collectively managed by governments and individuals alike. 

 

 

Neighbors 
New technologies have changed the way children spend their free time. 
 
Do you think the advantages of this trend outweigh the disadvantages? 
 
There is little doubt that technological advances have greatly altered the free 
time activities of children around the world. In my opinion, this is a decidedly 
negative phenomenon since the far-reaching effects of technology on the human 
psyche are still largely unknown. 
 
Proponents of children using technology contend that it can be used for a variety 
of purposes. This applies not only to traditional usages such as sending emails, 
doing research online, and watching educational videos but also burgeoning 
innovations like artificial intelligence. The recent emerge of applications like 
ChatGPT now enable all individuals, children included, the opportunity to make 
their lives more efficient, productive, and enjoyable. If children are taught 
responsible usage habits, then they can take advantage of the many benefits and 
become more well-rounded learners and future members of society. 
 
However, the psychological ramifications of habits centered around technology 
are potentially severe. Humans have not evolved the ability to properly interact 
with a digital world and children are especially vulnerable. A child who becomes 
addicted to a social media application such as TikTok might be less physically 
active and start to see the world through a virtual perspective. This can lead to 
the development of mild mental conditions related to anxiety and self-esteem, or 
more extreme ones related to disassociation and depression. The evidence for 
this is clearly expressed in the often-cited statistics on the rising number of 
suicide attempts among teenagers and children since the introduction of social 
media platforms. 
 



In conclusion, regardless of how technology can be used as a tool, its drawbacks 
in terms of general mental health make it a negative overall. Parents must 
therefore carefully manage their children’s screen time. 

 

 

Farm Animals and Vegetables 
It has been suggested that primary children should learn how to grow 
vegetables and keep animals. 
 
Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? 
 
Some today have argued that it would be a sensible policy to teach children how 
to farm and raise animals at school. In my opinion, though this would require 
enormous resources, it would be beneficial in terms of both physical and 
intellectual development. 
 
Those arguing against this proposal point out the resources needed. In order to 
implement such an ambitious program, schools would firstly need land nearby 
where animals and crops could be raised. This might be possible within a 
school’s pre-existing grounds, but there would still need to be significant 
investment in infrastructure. Schools would therefore have to reallocate a 
significant portion of their budget, potentially reducing the money for crucial 
facilities, staff, and teaching resources. 
 
However, the advantages for the holistic development of children is 
overwhelming. Students today spend more time than ever before passively using 
technological devices. By spending more time outdoors learning about animals 
and crops, students will better understand their position within the natural food 
chain. Over time, this may lead them to adopt environmentally friendlier, 
compassionate lifestyle choices such as becoming vegetarians or shopping 
locally rather than buying from large chains. Moreover, the work outdoors would 
necessarily involve physical exercise. Since obesity is a growing concern in most 
countries, this time outside could help to improve standards of physical fitness 
and establish healthy lifelong habits. 
 
In conclusion, despite the money this reform would require, schools should 
adopt it when possible so as to achieve a more complete education for students. 
Governments should consider the long-term effects when deciding on such 
policies. 



Taking Risks in Professional and Personal Lives 
It is important for people to take risks, in both their professional lives and 
personal lives. 
 
Do the advantages of taking these risks outweigh the disadvantages? 
 
Some would argue that taking risks, both in terms of one’s private life and one’s 
working career, is advantageous overall. I am generally in agreement with this 
contention due to the potential for advancement and growth. 
 
Firstly, risk-taking can expedite one’s career goals. Many workers decide early 
on that they are content with their position in society and therefore often fail to 
actualize their potential. Others, however, attempt various business enterprises 
and transition from field to field in order to find a good match. Although this may 
lead to short-term setbacks, in the long-term such ambitious individuals are far 
more likely to become very successful in life. Assuming that these risks are taken 
early in one’s career, there is a strong likelihood that they will eventually profit 
the risk-taker in question. 
 
Moreover, an individual who takes risks will also develop more mature personal 
relationships. In more conservative countries, many young people do not begin 
to have serious romantic relationships until after university. The result of this is 
that they are often immature and it can lead to poor and naive choices in terms 
of marriage and parenting. In contrast, a person who takes risks in their personal 
life and enters into various relationships throughout high school and university 
will become a better judge of character. Their allegedly risky behavior can then 
serve as the foundation for personal growth and increased maturity. 
 
In conclusion, taking risks can be a catalyst for tremendous growth and is 
therefore advisable. The disadvantages of risk-taking can also be mitigated in 
most contexts by not being inordinately reckless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Patriotism 
Some people say patriotism causes problems and is negative overall. 
Others feel that it is beneficial for society at large. 
Do the advantages of patriotism outweigh its disadvantages? 
Many feel that patriotism has a beneficial impact overall. In my opinion, although 
there are legitimate reasons to be proud of one’s country, patriotic feelings do 
generally produce more negatives than positives. 
Proponents of patriotism argue it is a natural impulse with tangible benefits. 
Firstly, a strong sense of patriotism can be motivating. Individuals who have 
pride in their country are more likely to work hard for the common good. This 
applies to a variety of positions in society and may include soldiers serving in the 
military, healthcare workers during times of national emergencies, and even 
common workers contributing to a flourishing national economy. Secondly, 
individuals can use investment in their country’s successes to support their own 
self-esteem. Most people support their country similar to how sports fans root 
for a team. Success elevates their mood and connects them to a wider 
community. 
However, patriotism is often taken to extremes. This occurs most frequently with 
vulnerable segments of society. For instance, it is common for military recruiters 
to target less affluent individuals. If they serve in a war abroad, then there is a 
strong likelihood they will later suffer from a mental or physical handicap. More 
generally, most people employ patriotism as a proxy for their own personal 
achievements. This can be evidenced during the furor surrounding the Olympics 
every four years. This quintessentially patriotic event costs taxpayers 
tremendously, inflames tensions between rival countries, and distracts from 
investing time in personal development. At best, patriotism is a marginal net 
negative and at worst it can foster an unhealthy dependency. 
In conclusion, though patriotism is bene�icial economically and in terms of one’s 
self-esteem at times, the drawbacks related to disassociation are more 
signi�icant. Mental health should not be dependent on the fortunes of one’s 
compatriots. 

 

Moving to Rural Areas 



In many cities, problems related to overpopulation are becoming more 
common. Some governments are now encouraging businesses and 
individuals to move out of cities to rural areas. 
Do the advantages of this trend outweigh the disadvantages? 
Certain governments are now incentivizing moving to rural areas due to issues 
concerning overpopulation in cities. In my opinion, despite the temporary 
disadvantages this presents for standards of living and economics, it is a long-
term positive for environmental justifications. 
Detractors argue these initiatives can harm businesses and residents. Firstly, this 
is related to living standards. Residents of cities typically enjoy better medical 
care, employment opportunities, and entertainment options. For instance, a 
person who moves from New York City to upstate New York is likely to recognize 
an immediate decline in their daily quality of life. Secondly, there may be 
significant economic issues. Cities tend to be the economic centers of any given 
state or nation. By reducing the concentration of industry in urban areas, there 
is some likelihood that innovation will be negatively impacted as the pool of 
potentially competent employees disperses. 
Supporters would claim that these drawbacks are justified by benefits for the 
natural world. The current threat of cities is that they concentrate populations, 
increase pollution from private vehicles, and inevitably create urban sprawl. 
These issues can be curbed if people live in smaller communities over a wider 
area. Residents will then be more likely to care about their immediate 
surroundings. Furthermore, over time the reduced density of both employers 
and employees will allow the authorities to better treat waste and manage 
pollution issues. This is evidenced by the better environmental conditions in 
countries with fewer large metropolises. 
In conclusion, there may be problems related to quality of life and �inance, but 
the advantages for the environment make this an advisable strategy. 
Governments should continue promoting any such relevant policies. 

 

Offices 
Nowadays, a lot of offices employ open-space designs instead of separate 
rooms for work. 
Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? 
Many offices these days are opting for open designs over more traditional, 
compartmentalized floor plans. In my opinion, despite the limited advantages for 
efficiency, this is a positive change due to its social and work-related benefits. 
On the one hand, an open layout can reduce efficiency. When individuals work in 
private offices or cubicles, they are less likely to be disturbed and can therefore 
work more effectively. Each time a person is interrupted, this not only requires 



them to stop working but it may also take an indeterminate amount of time to 
focus again. Over the course of a day, various interruptions in the aggregate can 
massively reduce the amount of work completed. Recent research has in fact 
shown that communication around the office, though beneficial in other ways, 
does lead to declines in total work output. An office trying to achieve optimal 
output thus should emphasize private working spaces. 
On the other hand, increased communication is a boon both socially and 
creatively. A standout example of this would be the offices designed by Apple 
founder Steve Jobs for both Pixar and Apple. He intentionally created offices that 
directed individuals to meet in common areas and that would facilitate 
interactions between different divisions in the company. The impact of this on 
morale is massive as individuals can make friends and enjoy each other’s 
company throughout the workday. Moreover, the true intention of this design 
was to facilitate creativity. By meeting others on a regular basis, employees are 
more likely to combine diverse perspectives and be more imaginative in their 
work. 
In conclusion, although there may be minor tradeoffs in terms of productivity, 
this is a progressive change as it allows employees to converse and be more 
creative. Such of�ices should become the rule, rather than the exception. 

 

One Universal Government 
The world should have only one government rather than a national 
government for each country. 
Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? 
There have been suggestions historically for a single government that could 
control all nations. In my opinion, there are utopian benefits that would result 
from this, however, the drawbacks related to autonomy make it a negative 
theoretical proposal. 
Supporters argue a single government would be more effective and focused. This 
is best illustrated through major problems that all nations currently struggle to 
solve such as climate change and the recent health crisis facing the world. A 
single centralized government could better protect the environment by enacting 
strict legislation against the burning of fossil fuels and force all citizens to get 
vaccinated against Covid-19. In purely hypothetical terms, such unilateral power 
could achieve tremendous ends. However, in reality, there is a strong likelihood 
that a government would either pursue different, less desirable goals or be 
unable to enforce their mandates. 
Beyond the infeasibility of such a world government, there are more basic 
reasons to oppose its existence. Variety in government is valuable in itself. Take 
for example the different governments currently in power around the world. 



Each country has, to varying degrees, chosen a government that represents their 
values and enacts laws based on the kind of nation they wish to have. The result 
is that some countries, such as those in Western Europe, lean more towards a 
socialist system that ensures a minimum standard of living for all citizens, others 
place greater emphasis on individual empowerment, others on transparency and 
still others on security over freedom. This diversity is a defining feature of 
human society. 
In conclusion, a single government for the entire planet could help resolve global 
issues but would ultimately limit the distinctiveness of each individual nation. 
Therefore, there are other solutions that should be undertaken to remedy the 
current crisis of con�idence in government. 

 

Watching TV and Movies Alone 
People these days watch TV, films and other programmes alone rather than 
with other people. 
Do the advantages of this development outweigh the disadvantages? 
Due to the advent of streaming services and personal computers it has become 
increasingly common for individuals to watch entertainment alone rather than 
with friends and family. In my opinion, this is overall a negative development 
despite the conveniences it offers. 
The advantages of more insular viewing habits relate to individual convenience. 
Firstly, this concerns choice. A Netflix subscriber is able to choose from a wide 
range of current and past entertainment without having to consult others. This 
means they are more likely to choose programming relevant to their tastes. 
Secondly, watching shows alone allows for greater flexibility. An individual can 
pause, switch to another program, re-watch shows, and transition between a 
variety of portable devices. Each of these decisions does not require negotiation 
with others and can be made depending on a person’s mood and preferences. 
However, I believe the tradeoffs related to social cohesion are more pressing 
concerns. Society has become increasingly insular in general due to the 
pervasiveness of one-sided technological interactions on devices such as 
smartphones and laptops. This transition has loosened social bonds between 
family members, friends, significant others, and society at large. In the past, a 
family might watch a television show together, joke about it, discuss it, and then 
have a common point of reference for later conversations. This is now less likely 
and many consumers now spend an outsized amount of time alone, limiting their 
exposure to other perspectives. Over time, the effects on mental health and social 
unity may be drastic and difficult to reverse. 
In conclusion, although watching shows alone has benefits in terms of personal 
choice, the drawbacks related to social interaction make it a negative on the 



whole. Individuals should strive to limit the time they spend alone watching TV 
shows and movies. 
 

 

Driverless Vehicles 
In the future all cars, buses and trucks will be driverless. The only people 
travelling inside these vehicles will be passengers. 
Do you think the advantages of driverless vehicles outweigh the 
disadvantages? 
A future filled with driverless vehicles is an inevitability. In my opinion, though 
there are concomitant moral risks, the practical import for health of such a 
seismic shift will be positive on the whole. 
Critics of this trend suggest that machines should not be responsible for the 
potential loss of human life. This argument rests on the fact that when there is 
an accident involving humans, it is possible to either assess blame and assign 
punishment or accept that human error played a role. In contrast, an individual 
severely injured as the result of a collision caused by a machine may justly feel 
that all human autonomy and free will is absent from their fate. This is analogous 
to a natural disaster with the crucial distinction being that humanity has 
engineered the situation. It is human nature to prefer to control a situation rather 
than surrender the outcome to an autonomous machine. 
Proponents of automated vehicles, on the other hand, argue the tangible 
ramifications concerning public safety. The evidence overwhelmingly suggests 
that driverless vehicles cause fewer accidents than humans. The reason for this 
is that humans are prone to errors related to fatigue, distractions such as 
smartphones, and, in some cases, altered states. Machines might experience the 
occasional technical error, however, they are far more consistent by comparison. 
In fact, the few accidents that have occurred with automated vehicles were the 
fault of human drivers. If all cars were driverless, this would enable a greater 
level of sophistication that could, theoretically, all but eliminate automobile 
accidents. 
In conclusion, though many accidents will occur without human agency playing 
a role, safer roads fully justify this innovation. Companies and consumers must 
be wary of the in�luence of automation while also embracing its most transparent 
bene�its. 

 

Childbirth 
People nowadays tend to have children at older ages. 



Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? 
There are growing numbers of men and women choosing to have children later 
in life these days. In my opinion, the financial advantages of this trend far 
outweigh any perceived downsides. 
The most significant tradeoffs of this relate to opportunity and maturity. Many 
individuals decide early on in their career to wait until their mid to late 30s to 
have children. The natural risk here is that if the relationship ends before that 
point or they then have trouble conceiving, they may end up childless. This 
possibility is lower today due to advances in fertility science but still exists. 
Furthermore, having children is a maturing experience. If an individual waits 
until late in life to raise a child, then they delay the experience gained and may 
later regret their decision. Most parents would openly admit that parenthood is 
a life-altering milestone and defining moment of adulthood. 
Nonetheless, the disadvantages detailed above pale in comparison to the 
economic merits of delaying childbirth. Firstly, most young parents are not in an 
ideal situation in their career. Many working parents earn low salaries and work 
long hours. Once they have a child that means the majority of their day is 
occupied and they may feel trapped and overburdened. It is then difficult to 
switch careers or move to a new location as well as afford all the expenses 
incumbent on parents. This often results in parents becoming resentful and 
projecting their animosity towards their children or significant other. In 
contrast, parents who are firmly established in their careers, earn decent 
salaries, and have savings set aside have both the time and energy to devote to 
raising their children well without having to stress about making ends meet. 
In conclusion, despite marginal risks concerning the opportunity and experience, 
it is an overall positive for �inancial reasons that many prospective parents are 
putting off childbirth. Therefore, this trend should be welcomed and encouraged. 

 

Taking Care of Parents 
Fewer and fewer children are willing to look after their parents as they get 
older these days. 
Do the advantages of this trend outweigh the disadvantages? 
Many people today believe that since children are less and less likely to look after 
their parents, this has a negative impact on society. In my opinion, though there 
are decided social drawbacks, the advantages for both the elderly and younger 
people are greater. 
Those who decry the perceived selfishness of children these days point out the 
vulnerability of the elderly. Firstly, many elderly people suffer from chronic, 
degenerative conditions such as declining eyesight, arthritis, dementia, and more 
serious diseases such as cancer. They therefore rely on the support of those 



around them and may not still have a spouse capable of looking after them. 
Secondly, those on fixed incomes might need financial assistance. In many 
countries, the social welfare systems are weak and elderly people who have not 
been able to save for retirement can find themselves living in destitute 
conditions or relying on soup kitchens and, in extreme cases, driven to 
homelessness. 
However, the cases above are exceptions and it is more important for both 
parents and children to be independent. Many children end up in a situation 
where they must neglect their own plans and family in order to spend time and 
pay exorbitant medical bills for the elderly. This has an impact disproportionate 
with its benefits and younger people would be better off prioritising their own 
lives. Moreover, the elderly themselves may come to think of themselves as 
burdens. If they are constantly asking for help and impairing the progress of their 
children, then they have not done an adequate job as a parent to begin with. A 
greater degree of self-reliance will preserve their dignity and allow their children 
to prosper. 
In conclusion, despite the necessity of aid from children in speci�ic instances, 
most families bene�it valuing independence. Therefore, looking after ones 
parents ought to be a last resort option. 

 

 Internet News 
More and more people no longer read newspapers or watch TV 
programmes to get their news and instead read online. 
Is this a positive or negative development? 
Increasingly large segments of the population now receive their news online, 
rather than from the physical editions of newspapers. In my opinion, though the 
conveniences of technology are self-evident, this trend is a negative on the whole. 
Proponents of modern habits of reading news argue it is more convenient. 
Examples of this abound. Consumers can search Google or Apple News and locate 
articles from thousands of online papers and websites, enabling them to access 
the news that matters the most to them more efficiently. Furthermore, they can 
do this while they are commuting to work or during various periods of inactivity 
throughout the day. It is even possible on most websites to listen to an audio 
version of the news, a tremendous advance for the visually impaired. All these 
modern features of online news only hint at the innovations to come and validate 
the decline of the publishing industry. 
Nonetheless, the quality of online news is considerably lower on most websites. 
There are exceptions, such as websites that specialise in a given subject-area and 
employ intelligent contributors, however, the vast majority of the online news 
industry cynically pursues advertising revenue at any cost. Most stories are 



written hastily, the headlines are misleading, and the news articles themselves 
may be rife with unchecked facts and unprofessional prose. Retractions to 
reporting errors go unnoticed. The situation developing from this is that most 
individuals now read the news either to confirm their biases and gain a 
momentary burst of endorphins or out of outrage, so-called ‘hate-reading’, for 
the very same reason. It is therefore justified to claim that the relationship 
between publisher and audience is exploitive, not educational. 
In conclusion, easier access to news does not outweigh the bad habits instilled 
by online news. Governments will likely never regulate this industry properly so 
it falls to individuals to make more informed choices when consuming media. 
 

Robots and Jobs 
Machines are taking over more and more jobs previously done by humans. 
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages and give your own opinion. 
There has been growing concern in recent years related to the number of 
positions robots now occupy in the workforce. In my opinion, though this has 
clear disadvantages for the average worker, it is a positive overall. 
Those who decry this trend towards automation point out its impact on unskilled 
labourers. The most affected live in poorer, predominately rural areas rather 
than cities where there are more white collar workers. For example, in the United 
States in the primarily agrarian economies of the Midwest, the number of jobs 
for farmers and factory workers has been in steep decline. The result is either 
than many families now struggle to make ends meet and are embittered towards 
the current economic model or they leave their homes to earn subsistence wages 
in the city. This migrations brings its own negatives as cities become 
overcrowded and the consumer class in the countryside dwindles. 
Nonetheless, the forward progress of technology is a positive sign for the future. 
There is little doubt that the transitional period will be rife with unrest among 
working class people; however, this will be more than compensated for by future 
generations. In the future, workers will be free to pursue their passions rather 
than having to toil in manual jobs better done by robots. This could lead to a 
concomitant rise in the number of scientists, artists, researchers, artisans, and 
other skilled positions. There is even consideration these days of a universal 
basic wage that would sever individuals from the necessity of work and open up 
a range of leisure options for the average citizen. 
In conclusion, though the dominance of robotic technologies has short-term 
downsides, it will ultimately lead to a flourishing of human creativity and 
innovation. It is therefore important for governments to capably manage this 
transition. 
 



 

Personal Information 
The personal information of many individuals is held by large internet 
companies and organisations. 
Do you think the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? 
There are growing concerns today about the storage of private data by major 
internet companies like Facebook and Google. In my opinion, the disadvantages 
of this trend outweigh its conveniences. 
These companies themselves would argue their intentions are primarily to 
provide better services. This relates first of all to advertising. Facebook, for 
example, tracks user behaviour and then allows advertisers to target audience 
segments in order to show them relevant advertising. An individual might 
therefore see ads related to the kinds of restaurants and music they enjoy most. 
Secondly, the information is used to create helpful services for consumers. 
Google maps is a good example of an entirely free platform used by millions that 
follows individuals, sells information to businesses, and makes life more 
convenient without any obvious drawbacks or pernicious intent. 
However, the misuse of big data has begun already and will only become worse 
in the future. The advertisements targeted at individuals are not always 
harmless. During the last presidential election in the United States, foreign 
governments sought out vulnerable groups and fed them false information to 
influence voting behaviour. Unethical companies use the advanced targeting 
tools in the same way, often locating vulnerable individuals and encouraging 
their worst impulses by indulging coping mechanisms ranging from fast food to 
barely legal pharmaceuticals. This is only the beginning as this information 
becomes more comprehensive there are legitimate concerns that authoritarian 
regimes working in tandem with companies will be able to create all-knowing 
police states and human rights abuses will become the norm. 
In conclusion, the marginal bene�its of access to personal information by private 
companies do not outweigh both current and future negatives. It is therefore 
important that governments regulate companies and individuals attempt to take 
back a degree of control. 

 

Children Farming 
It is sometimes suggested that primary schoolchildren should learn how to 
grow vegetables and keep animals. 
Do you think that the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? 



Some feel farming vegetables and taking care of animals should be added to the 
primary school curriculum. In my opinion, though there are drawbacks related 
to its feasibility, it would be a positive overall. 
The disadvantages involve the struggles to implement this practice. Firstly, inner 
city schools do not have easy access to farms. A school in New York City already 
faced with rising student numbers and a lack of resources cannot be expected to 
bus thousands of students to nearby farmland on a regular basis. That would 
unequivocally be a poor allocation of limited resources. Secondly, even schools 
located in the countryside would have trouble enacting such an ambitious policy. 
They would need to connect with possibly reluctant local farms, convince 
teachers, parents, and students of the benefits, and divert funding towards a 
program with dubious 21st century value as society becomes increasingly urban 
and less agrarian. 
Nonetheless, the skills learned would be transferrable and beneficial in 
themselves. Children learning to grow vegetables will be able to do that their 
entire lives and much more inclined to later tend a private garden. This can save 
money, encourage productivity, and improve health. Taking care of animals will 
also help them if they choose to keep livestock or pets. The greater benefit, 
however, will come from cultivation of personal qualities. Children will gain a 
greater sense of responsibility and internalise the real world effects of their 
negligence or dedication. Later in life regardless of their occupation and where 
they live, they will have increased self-reliance and a stronger recognition of how 
they can shape the world around them. 
In conclusion, the personal bene�its to raising animals and growing vegetables 
outweigh any perceived drawbacks concerning resources. Where possible, 
schools ought to enact these changes. 

 

The Internet and Books 
In the past, knowledge was contained in books. Nowadays, knowledge is 
uploaded to the internet. 
Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? 
It is a fact of modern life that most information today is stored online, rather than 
in physical books as it was in the past. In my opinion, this is a negative overall 
despite its obvious conveniences. 
Supporters of this trend can point to the numerous ways knowledge kept online 
can be disseminated and used. Online information is almost universally 
accessible, narrowing socioeconomic differences in society and allowing for 
various conveniences. First of all, users can find relevant information on search 
engines from a wide range of sources including user-generated sites like 
Wikipedia to news outlets like The New York Times and academic journals as 



well. Once an individual locates the information they are looking for, it is also 
easier to search within that article, share it with others, have it wherever they go 
and store more than would be possible if it were a hard copy. 
Nonetheless, storing information online encourages a dependence on computer 
technology that is harmful for the human mind. In the past, if a person wanted to 
research a given topic, they would have to check out a library book or talk with 
an expert. This process was much slower and open to the possibility of bias. 
However, it also meant that individuals were more conscientious and patiently 
learned from fuller, more nuanced sources. Nowadays, most people read short 
articles, hastily written to attract more clicks and generate advertising revenue. 
These tap into a fundamental human need to be constantly engaged and feeling 
pleasure. Over time, this has led to a generation addicted to devices, lacking the 
healthy habits engendered by careful research and study. 
In conclusion, despite the handiness of online information, the impact on the 
human psyche makes this a negative trend on level. Individuals must themselves 
�ind ways to counter these potentially injurious effects. 

 

Large Businesses 
In the past, most people worked for small businesses, while more people 
now work for large businesses. 
What are the advantages and disadvantages of working for large 
businesses? 
The rise of large corporations has led to a fundamental shift in the workforce 
towards large businesses. The chief advantages of this relate to opportunity and 
the downsides are larger, societal dilemmas. 
Proponents of big business can point to career advancement and the variety of 
roles within a large company. Small businesses, by their nature, draw on a 
limited possible source of revenue that naturally caps promotions. Large 
companies have nearly unlimited profit potential and can thus employ a large 
number of managers, executives and other high-salaried positions. Moreover, a 
small business is more likely to be limited in the number of roles, while larger 
companies will have departments ranging from legal to marketing to research 
and development to human resources, all of which are potential destinations for 
motivated employees. 
The disadvantages of these large companies relate less directly to individuals 
and more to society at large. Firstly, although there are more quality jobs 
available in big companies, the disappearance of small, local entrepreneurs 
means that capital becomes concentrated in the company’s chief shareholders, 
who are often living in other countries and already extremely rich. Over time this 
has led to the division of wealth that defines the 21st century. Secondly, as 



executive decisions become further removed from local communities it is harder 
to regulate large companies. A good example of this would be the environmental 
cost of drilling for oil and extracting natural gas, which hurts local residents but 
continues unabated because those in authority are unaffected. 
In conclusion, the opportunities provided by big business do not outweigh the 
negative potential for all of society when power becomes concentrated and 
distant. It is therefore important to check the reach of corporations and empower 
individuals. 

 

Plastic Containers 
In many countries, plastic containers have become more common than 
ever and are used by many food and drink companies. 
Do you think the advantages outweigh the disadvantages? 
Using plastic containers for various food products has become ubiquitous in 
recent decades. Though this has potential drawbacks for the environment, I 
believe it does not outweigh the benefits to businesses and individuals. 
The environmental cost of disposable plastic containers is massive. Before 
plastics, foods and drinks were typically put into biodegradable, eco-friendly 
paper or cardboard. The arrival of plastics has impacted the environment on two 
major fronts. Firstly, plastic itself is a fossil fuel byproduct that requires crude oil 
for its production and later transportation. The emissions from fossil fuels are 
often cited as the chief contributor to the hastening of climate change. Moreover, 
the containers themselves either find their ways to landfills, polluting previously 
pristine land, or end up in the ocean, forming ‘land masses’ that are injurious to 
marine life. 
Nonetheless, the concomitant problems of plastic containers listed above do not 
override their usefulness. For companies, using plastic containers is cheap and 
allows for uniform consistency. This is the reason why they have been adopted 
by companies ranging from fast food giants like McDonald’s to local grocery 
chains. This savings is then passed on to the consumer who enjoys cheaper prices 
and the many conveniences of plastic containers. They are less likely to rip open 
and spill compared with paper and most families make use of them afterwards 
for leftover food. If plastic containers for food items were banned not only would 
people lose these conveniences but many companies would have to radically 
alter their packaging, and potentially, products themselves. 
In conclusion, the environmental impact of plastic containers does little to 
undermine their value for both corporations and the average customer. It is 
instead important to explore innovations to make plastics more environmentally 
friendly. 



 

Online Communication 
In many workplaces, online communication is now more common than 
face-to-face meetings. 
Do the advantages of this trend outweigh the disadvantages? 
Offices around the world these days are opting to hold meetings online to save 
both time and money. In my opinion, despite the potential loss of a strong 
rapport between co-workers, this is a positive considered as a whole. 
Critics of these changes often point to its effect on interpersonal relationships in 
an office. The meeting itself is largely secondary as most information can be 
communicated just as easily through an online teleconference or an email. True 
value lies, instead, in the moments before, during and after meetings when 
colleagues have a chance to socialise or exchange ideas about what they have 
been working on. This is the reason some companies, famously Apple and Pixar, 
designed their offices to maximise opportunities for employees to chat with 
individuals from different departments. The strengthening of social bonds and 
the sharing of novel perspectives can both boost morale and help drive 
innovation. 
Nonetheless, meeting online is more convenient for employees and saves money 
for companies. When employees must come in for their work already, many of 
the benefits listed above are already present and meetings mainly serve as a 
distraction. Remote workers will also appreciate not having to commute for a 
short meeting, especially if they have family or other working commitments. 
Moreover, companies benefit from the time that employees save because it 
allows them to better allocate their labour towards actual work, thereby 
increasing efficiency. There are also a range of costs that can be reduced once 
online communications become standard such as leasing less office space and 
savings related to office expenses and employee perks. 
In conclusion, though communicating online can be detrimental to personal 
relationships in an of�ice, they offer thoughtful conveniences to employees and 
help cut costs. Companies ought to shift as much training to online as possible. 

 

Supermarkets and Small Shops 
Many large supermarkets are being built today while the number of small 
shops is decreasing. 
Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? 
The increasing number of large supermarkets has called into question their 
value for locals relative to smaller shops. In my opinion, though supermarkets 



are more convenient, local people benefit more from supporting their 
community rather than large conglomerates. 
The obvious benefits to supermarkets relates to their convenience. They allow 
consumers to select from a wide variety of products that are consistently 
available, clearly labelled, fresh, and reasonably priced, depending on the 
supermarket in question. This contrasts with local shops which are necessarily 
smaller and therefore cannot stock as many products. These smaller stores are 
also more likely to run out of goods and charge higher prices. A supermarket can 
typically operate on smaller profit margins because of the volume of shoppers, 
which then allows them to offer discounts and special deals. All these factors 
combine to explain the inevitable dominance of large chain supermarkets over 
local retailers. 
Regardless, by contributing to small shops, consumers fund those in their 
immediate community and deprive large companies of outsized profits. The 
money spent at a supermarket barely trickles down to the local area, through 
subsistence wages for employees, while the majority of the profits go to distant 
corporate executives and shareholders. Over time, these large companies have 
amassed considerable capital, as in the case of a company like Walmart, and now 
generate disproportionately large sums of money for a handful of individuals 
while paying minimum wage to most workers and leveraging their distribution 
power to slash rates with their suppliers. In effect, this means that the people 
producing and selling the food are not reaping the rewards of their efforts. 
In conclusion, the modern conveniences of supermarkets do not outweigh their 
pernicious economic impact. Buying from a local shop is one way to better 
disperse power within a community. 
 

 

Oil and Gas 
The global demand for oil and gas is increasing. Some believe that we 
should therefore encourage the exploitation of remote areas. 
Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? 
Many today believe that growing demand for fossil fuels justifies the continued 
exploitation of remote natural landscapes. In my opinion, the advantages of this 
are enough to warrant its expansion. 
The disadvantages all relate to environmental conservation. Firstly, there have 
been cases of disastrous oil spills spoiling untouched natural preserves. This 
occurred more than a decage ago in an isolated part of Alaska and resulted in the 
deaths of thousands of rare species and long-lasting damage to the ecosystem. 
Secondly, fossil fuel exploitation in general should not be encouraged at a time 
when the Earth is facing a potentially cataclysmic reckoning with the effects of 



climate change. The last untouched areas of the planet should be left in peace and 
not greedily consumed to feed a problem that is growing more dangerous daily. 
On the other hand, the advantages of drilling for oil and gas in less populated 
regions relate to economics and safety. Many countries, particularly developing 
ones, are reliant on oil and gas to prop up their economies. Losing the revenue 
from these industries would not only affect the companies themselves but they 
would pay fewer taxes and employ fewer people, who would then contribute less 
to the consumer economy. The second justification is safety. Companies will 
continue to drill for oil and gas but if they do it in residential areas there is the 
potential for human contamination, especially when it comes to more dangerous 
practices such as fracking. By limiting drilling to remote regions, the human 
population is safely protected from the risk of spills and increased air pollution. 
In conclusion, the environmental risks do not outweigh the benefits to the 
economy and the citizenry that accrue from remote oil and gas exploitation. 
There should be protocols to protect the environment but these must be 
balanced against humanity’s precedence over nature. 
 

 

Fast Food 
In many countries, fast food is becoming cheaper and more widely 
available. 
Do the disadvantages of this outweigh the advantages? 
Many today are of the belief that the ubiquity of fast food provides enough 
enjoyment and economic positives to outweigh its impact on public health. In my 
opinion, the disadvantages related to health make this a negative development. 
Those supporting the fast food industry typically point to the pleasure 
consumers derive and the employment it provides. There is little to argue about 
in terms of enjoyment. Fast food is affordable and tastes good. That explains its 
popularity and makes it accessible for people from even the lowest 
socioeconomic backgrounds. Moreover, there are obvious economic benefits. 
Companies like McDonald’s, Burger King, Baskin Robbins, and Domino’s Pizza 
are some of the largest employers globally. Their economic contributions extend 
beyond providing poorly paid jobs as they are taxed and thereby strengthen the 
federal budgets of both developing and developed nations. 
Nonetheless, fast food has a huge impact in the health sector. Most tangibly, this 
concerns to obesity. Studies have shown that obesity rates soar in countries 
where fast food has become entrenched in the local market. The best known 
example of this is in the United States, where obesity is reaching epidemic 
proportions. Related and often symptomatic drawbacks include cardiovascular 
disease, diabetes, and high blood pressure. Foods high in fat, sugar, and 



overprocessed ingredients have been proven to exacerbate these conditions, 
with heart disease now the single greatest cause of death around the world. This 
cannot be blamed entirely on fast food but there are very few healthy options on 
most fast food menus and the majority of companies specialise in 
quintessentially unhealthy foods like deep fried chicken, cheeseburgers, pizzas, 
and tacos. 
In conclusion, despite the boons for enjoyment and the economy, fast food is a 
negative taken as a whole given its impact on well-being. It is therefore important 
to regulate fast food companies to curb their in�luence. 

 

Retired People Abroad 
Many retired people today are choosing to live in other countries. 
What are the advantages and disadvantages of this? 
Real Past IELTS Exam 

Many elderly people today are opting to spend their retirement living abroad. In 
my opinion, the disadvantages to this relate to living standards in foreign 
countries, while the advantages are largely financial. 
Those who are suspicious of this trend can point to the conditions of countries 
where it is possible to retire cheaply. Most of those choosing to retire abroad are 
moving somewhere with lower living costs, such as a developing nation. This 
allows them to live more comfortably with a fixed income but there are risks. The 
medical services are probably not as developed and they may not have 
insurance. This puts their lives in jeopardy in the increasingly likely event of an 
accident or prolonged illness. Moreover, many older people will have to adapt to 
lower standards than they are used to as it relates to cleanliness, transportation, 
and accommodation. This can result in both more mental and physical strain. 
Spending one’s retirement abroad is nonetheless a positive because of the 
financial incentives. Many people today retire with meagre savings and little 
support from the government, depending on their nationality. If they do not have 
family to live with, they face the prospect of living in poverty or just above 
subsistence in their final years. By moving abroad, their money will stretch much 
further and allow them to feel peace of mind. In the countries where most choose 
to retire, the costs of living are considerably cheaper due to reduced rents and 
lower food costs. This might even allow older people to set aside money so that 
they can travel or leave an inheritance to their relations. 
In conclusion, the financial gains from residing abroad during retirement 
outweigh concerns about living conditions. Before making this decision it is 
important for each retired individual to weigh a number of factors pertaining to 
quality of life, finances, family and culture. 



 

Children Achieve Anything 
In some cultures, children are often told that they can achieve anything if 
they try hard enough. 
What are the advantages and disadvantages of giving children this 
message? 
Cambridge IELTS 15 

In many countries, it is common for children to be told anything is possible if they 
set their mind to it. In my opinion, this can lead to great achievements, but for 
the majority engenders feelings of inadequacy. 
Some people benefit from a positive emphasis on effort and achievement. The 
best examples of this come from the United States where famously every child is 
encouraged to pursue their dreams, no matter how aspirational and unrealistic. 
Those who succeed serve as role models and evidence the efficacy of pushing 
children to try to achieve anything. For example, the number of successful 
entrepreneurs and artists who have left their mark globally from the U.S.A is 
staggering and includes figures like Steve Jobs, Bill Gates, Michael Jackson, 
Warren Buffet, and Will Smith. These people often give encouraging interviews 
where they reiterate the importance of having passion and grit to achieve 
transcendent fame. 
However, the cases above are exceptions and considering them the rule only 
hurts the self-esteem of the general populace. When an individual is told they can 
accomplish anything through sheer determination and they then fail to become 
rich and successful, they have no one to blame but themselves. The truth about 
the connection between effort and achievement is more nuanced than the 
platitude typically supplied to children. There is a complex interplay between 
talent, effort, and luck required to produce great achievements and all high-
achievers are subject to determining factors beyond simply hard work. Teaching 
children otherwise sets them up for self-doubt, disillusionment, and delusions of 
grandeur that will weigh on them throughout adulthood. Hard work is an 
essential ingredient but supposing it guarantees success will only lead to 
resentment towards oneself and others. 
In conclusion, while teaching children that hard work ensures achievement 
produces great individuals, overall, it breeds insecurity. Parents ought to instead 
encourage a positive mindset with less lofty expectations. 
 

 

Unpaid Student Work 



Many schools today require students to work without pay for companies as 
part of their education. 
Is this more advantageous to students or companies? 
Real Past IELTS Exam 

An increasing number of schools are forcing students to do unpaid internships 
with companies as a graduation requirement. In my opinion, this measure 
generally benefits students more than companies. 
On the one hand, companies receive free labour. Every company, whether it is an 
international conglomerate or a small local business, must balance expenses 
against revenue in hopes of turning a profit. One of the largest operating 
expenses is labour and having unpaid volunteers from a nearby school helps 
companies carve out a larger profit margin. For example, a local supermarket 
could use high school students to help with bagging groceries, collecting carts, 
stocking shelves and potentially even manning the cash registers. The savings 
from this labour can make a sizeable difference for companies as long as they 
have simple, manual positions that require little training and schools are willing 
to offer up students for these monotonous jobs. 
On the other hand, students will generally not want to do simple, manual labour 
but work in a more interesting field, where they might be more of a hindrance 
than a help. A hypothetical example of this would be a student who has a keen 
interest in a given field, such as film-making, landing an internship with a local 
television station. In this high-pressured, skilled environment, an experienced 
employee will have to be charged with training and supervising a student who is 
unlikely to remain long with the company. This unpaid trainee will probably 
struggle to make much of a positive difference since the learning curve on skilled 
work is steep and the consequences for making mistakes can be serious. The 
student will learn a lot of useful skills but the company should see this as a form 
of charity, rather than a boon for their bottom line. 
In conclusion, compulsory unpaid work for companies usually benefits students 
as they have a lot to learn and companies must invest in training. These positions 
are chances for students to become acclimated to the working world and not 
simply free manual labour. 
 

An International Language 
Some believe that we should invent a new language for international 
communication. 
Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? 
Real Past IELTS Exam 



There have been recent calls for the implementation of a novel language to 
facilitate global communication. In my opinion, though this would make for a 
more level playing field economically, it is impractical. 
Those who support an international language rely on its economic advantages. 
The salient argument is that it would remove barriers to success currently in 
place. English is close to a universal language at the moment and those born in 
English-speaking countries have a clear headstart while those from non-English 
countries, who cannot afford private instruction, begin life at a disadvantage. A 
new language would reset these disparities. An added advantage of minimising 
the value of English would be that developing countries could integrate more 
deeply with the global market and be better able to extend services, 
entertainment and products to a wider audience. 
However, the disadvantages of this proposal all relate to its feasibility. In an ideal 
world, we would have a global language but for the time and money required. 
The best evidence of this is the progress of the world’s current dominant 
language, English. Countries all around the world pour money and time into 
funding English education but the majority of the world still cannot attain 
mastery. A new language would be even more difficult not only because 
everyone in the world would have to learn it but also because there would be 
little incentive if you can already communicate with your compatriots and 
English allows you to talk to a large segment of the world population. The money 
and time resources required are staggering, unrealistic, and would be 
detrimental to both individuals and society. 
In conclusion, the drawbacks to an international language far outweigh any 
perceived gains. Instead, countries should continue to fund English education in 
the hopes of establishing it as a lingua franca. 
 

 

Working too Much (Real Past IELTS Tests/Exams) 
These days people spend more and more time at work and less time at 
home. 
What are the advantages and disadvantages of this? 
Real Past IELTS Test/Exam 

These days, most people find themselves working longer hours, cutting into their 
home time. Though this brings economic stability to a nation, it also deprives 
people of a rich personal life. 
The foundation of economic prosperity is a flourishing middle class unburdened 
by debts. A good example and counter-example of this can be seen in the 
changing fortunes of the American model of economics. In the 1950s the 



economy grew as people worked long hours and had large disposable incomes 
to feed back into the larger consumer economy by purchasing automobiles, 
houses, and luxuries. Since the economic crash of 2008, there have been fewer 
jobs to go around and most people make due with part-time labour. The result 
of an idle labour force was a long-lasting recession that has only abated in recent 
years as people began to work more. 
When people have less time to spend either on their hobbies or with their family, 
they rightly feel deprived. Every person should have time for both a fulfilling 
public and private life. Work constitutes the bulk of public service for most 
people and home life the private. Those with families feel particularly justifiable 
anger, which can boil over to general unhappiness or depression at best and 
neglect or abuse, at worst. Even the childless still have loved ones, hobbies, and 
a variety of other pursuits. At the end of their lives, everyone strives to be able 
to look back proudly on their career and fondly on their daily life. 
In my opinion, the tilting of work-life balance towards work is primarily a 
negative because it robs people of some of their most meaningful moments. 
People must individually find ways to not only survive but also prosper in a 
world where the private sphere shrinks with each passing year. 
 

 

Face to Face Interaction (Real Past IELTS Tests/Exams) 
The use of social media is replacing face-to-face interaction among many 
people in society. 
Do you think the advantages outweigh the disadvantages? 
Real Past IELTS Test/Exam 

Many people today believe that social media has largely supplanted traditional 
face-to-face interpersonal relationships, leading to worsening communication 
skills. I fully agree with this point of view though I concede the advantages of 
social media for entrepreneurs. 
Social media has been a boon for anyone interested in starting their own 
business. In the past, if someone wanted to start a business the avenues were 
more limited and likely presupposed some inherited capital. Social media, 
beginning with Facebook and now being brought to fruition with apps like 
Instagram, Snapchat and TikTok, opens up possibilities for content creators to 
communicate with their audience around the world. This applies to larger than 
life success stories like Justin Bieber, who went viral and rose from relative 
obscurity to global stardom, as well as more modest examples like the various 
Instagram artists and models who interact and generate income and publicity 
from their loyal fan bases. 



Despite the aforementioned advantages, social media has degraded the general 
quality of communication. Those most affected are young users. In school, 
children and teenagers must develop their interpersonal skills by telling jokes, 
engaging in playful banter, and arguing about personal and political topics. Over 
time, some people distinguish themselves as great storytellers or compelling 
speakers while others at least improve their communication skills. In contrast, 
young people today are more likely to communicate by texting and interacting 
through fleeting comments as they impatiently scroll through their various 
feeds. They do not get quality feedback on their output and so develop 
haphazardly, not knowing whether or not their jokes and points ever really 
connect. 
In conclusion, social media has hurt communication, overshadowing all its 
economic utility. Parents ought to limit phone use for children and themselves in 
order to fight the rising influence of technology that humanity is not evolved 
enough to deal with responsibly. 
 

 

Museum Entrance Fees (Real IELTS Test) 
Many museums charge for admission while others are free. 
Do you think the advantages of charging people for admission to museums 
outweigh the disadvantages? 
Real Past IELTS Tests 

Many are of the belief that museums should be free to the public because of their 
enormous potential to educate while others feel charging money helps ensure 
the quality of the art therein. I concede the benefits of the latter argument but 
would still side with those who advocate free admissions. 
The main reason that many are in support of charging money is that it sustains 
both the maintenance and quality of exhibitions. A good example of this would 
be the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in New York City. MoMA is generally 
regarded as one of the finest museums in the world and is famous not only for its 
well-maintained facade but also the ever-rotating artworks on display. They 
charge a nominal entrance fee in the neighbourhood of $20 a ticket and invest 
that money wisely to ensure a memorable experience for all museum-goers. 
Despite the advantages for a private museum such as MoMA, I think making all 
museums free would encourage more people to appreciate art. A contrasting 
example with MoMA would be a museum just a few blocks away: The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. The MET has educated and uplifted millions of 
citizens regardless of their socioeconomic status. The wealthy who can afford 
museum admission are likely to already have a deep appreciation of the arts as 



well as the leisure time to enjoy their practice. People, and children especially, 
from poorer backgrounds have fewer opportunities and free museums is the 
best way to support appreciation of the arts en masse. 
In conclusion, the benefits of free museum admissions, particularly for lower 
income families, outweigh the benefits of charging. The bigger issue is how 
governments and other organisations can budget free or relatively inexpensive 
museums. 
 

 

Young People  
At the present time, the population of some countries includes a relatively 
large number of young adults, compared with the number of older people. 
Do the advantage of this situation outweigh the disadvantages? 
 
The average age of the population for many nations around the world has been 
in decline in recent decades creating a situation where young people have 
become the world’s largest demographic, particularly in developing nations. 
Although there are decided drawbacks to this phenomenon related to expertise 
in the workforce, it is still a positive development because it will lead to booming 
economies in the coming years. 
The most frequently cited drawback to having a predominately young 
population is the lack of skilled workers in many important industries. A great 
example of this can be seen in Vietnam, which has one of the youngest 
populations in the world. Vietnam currently has very few leaders in important 
areas like engineering and technology. When it came time for Ho Chi Minh city to 
build a subway system, there were not enough skilled engineers to accomplish 
the feat. They had to hire a huge number of specialists from Japan and Thailand 
to ensure the quality of the project. The potential engineers for this project are 
still in school in Vietnam or studying abroad and it may be another decade before 
they are ready to design and execute large, complex infrastructure. It is not 
uncommon for developing countries with young populations to require outside 
assistance for national projects to the detriment of their own workers. 
Despite this drawback, the advantage of a young population is that it brings many 
future benefits to a country and is a key indicator of future economic prosperity. 
Japan famously has one of the oldest populations in the world and this has led 
them into a deep economic recession over the last 20 years as it becomes 
increasingly apparent that the nation will have to assume responsibilities related 
to healthcare and a dwindling workforce. Contrast this with the so-called ‘Tiger 
Economies’ of Southeast Asia that include Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia and 
Singapore. These countries have some of the youngest populations in the world, 



which, coupled with a growing middle class and better education, means that 
they will enjoy upward economic growth for decades to come. The middle class 
will expand because well-educated graduates will be able to get good jobs and 
this middle class will become a consumer class that feeds the economy. Overall, 
this is why having a young population is desirable for any nation. 
In conclusion, I fully believe that a younger population indicates a country is 
going to be successful in the future. The key element for all young populations is 
education and governments should focus on this in order to fully exploit the 
bene�its of their demographics. 
 

Business 
Recent research has shown that business meetings and training are 
increasingly taking place online. 

What are the advantages and disadvantages of this? 

Many businesses today choose to hold meetings and do training online, rather 
than in person. While this has certain drawbacks related to interpersonal 
relationships, I still feel this is a positive trend because of its positive impact on 
employees with families. In this essay, I will discuss both sides in detail. 

Conducting the majority of business meetings online has a potentially negative 
effect on the social dynamics of a company. The preference for online 
communication sacri�ices essential elements of human interaction in the name 
of a more ef�icient, utilitarian process. When people sit in a room together, for 
training or a meeting, they are more likely to form strong interpersonal bonds. 
They will be able to see each other’s body language better and there is a good 
chance they may socialize in person afterwards. For example, employees might 
go for drinks or even just have a private chat about the meeting or training while 
still at work. This is much less likely to happen when people are working from 
home or a remote location and using online tools like Skype to communicate. 

Companies that choose to do more training and have more meetings online are 
making life more convenient for their employees with families. At some point in 
their lives, most people must face the challenge of working and having a family. 
If both the mother and father work, then one of them might have to give up their 
job to stay home or they will have to hire an expensive caretaker to look after 
their child during the day. If more meetings and training took place online, this 
could free up time for people in certain jobs, such as IT workers, to work entirely 
from home and look after their children during the day. They will still have to 



make time for the training and meetings but at least they won’t waste valuable 
time commuting to the of�ice. 

The move towards increased online training and meetings may sacri�ice some of 
the social aspects of work but this is more than made up for by the convenience 
it allows working families. In many families today, both the mother and father 
have to work to make ends meet and we should support any efforts to relieve 
their �inancial and physical burdens. 
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