IELTS Writing Task 2 - Agree / Disagree Essay
Sample with Model Answer

Some people believe that university education should be free for everyone, regardless of their
financial background. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

Model Answer (Band 9):

University education plays a crucial role in shaping individuals and societies. While some argue that
it should be completely free, | believe that providing fully free education for everyone is unrealistic
and may negatively affect the quality of higher education. However, financial support should be
available for students from disadvantaged backgrounds. Making university education entirely free
would place an enormous financial burden on governments. Maintaining facilities, paying academic
staff, and funding research are expensive processes that require stable revenue sources. If
universities relied solely on public funding, educational standards could decline due to limited
resources. Furthermore, free access might lead to overcrowding, reducing opportunities for
deserving students. On the other hand, | strongly support offering scholarships or subsidized tuition
to talented students from low-income families. This ensures that capable individuals are not
deprived of education simply because they cannot afford it. Countries like Germany and Norway
successfully implement partial funding systems, where the government supports students in need
while maintaining institutional quality. In conclusion, although the idea of free university education
sounds appealing, a balanced approach—where financial aid is targeted toward those in need—is a
more sustainable and fair solution.



